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All games and recreation-

al activities have “rules of 

the game” that allow the 

game or activity to be 

played in an organized 

and fun way.  So let’s 

square-up and think about 

some “do’s” and “don’ts” of 

square dancing. 

When I go to a dance, I 

“do” notice the colorful 

attire of the dancers.  I 

believe bright and colorful 

square dance outfits help 

add spice to a dance.  I’m 

not promoting fancy and 

expensive shirts and 

dresses, rather, clothes 

that are comfortable and 

make you feel special.  At 

the top of “do’s” for men is 

to always wear a long 

sleeved shirt.  Ladies 

“don’t” enjoy being swung 

by a man with hairy, 

sweaty arms.  Thoughtful 

dancers “don’t” wear any 

accessories that might 

come loose, fall off, or snag 

on someone’s clothing.  I 

“don’t” wear a wrist watch 

when I dance. 

When I learned to square 

dance, most turn move-

ments were taught using a 

wrist grip.  My dancing 

partner would grab my 

wrist with the watch and 

this sliding action of the 

watchband would irritate 

the skin on my wrist.  So, 

I stopped wearing a 

watch!  When you get to a 

dance, “do” have fun and 

help others around you to 

enjoy the dance.  You 

could be the missing danc-

er to complete a square; so 

get to the dance in time 

for the first square-up. 

Everyone enjoys dancing 

with a happy person so 

square-up with a big smile 

and be friendly and socia-

ble with each person.  

“Do” make an extra effort 

to get acquainted with all 

guests.  Every square 

dancer is a one-person 

welcoming committee.  So 

“do” your part; you are a 

committee chairman.  

This neighborly approach 

creates a warm and fun 

atmosphere for square 

dancing.  “Do” form your 

square quickly and wel-

come everyone who joins.  

“Don’t” be so selective that 

you pick a square with 

only the best dancers.  

Part of the fun of square 

dancing is helping strug-

gling dancers.  But there 

is a pitfall in helping 

someone.  I have made 

mistakes by not focusing 

on the next call while aid-

ing a lost dancer.  It’s best 

to point at where they 

should be and not say 

anything.  “Do” remember 

the caller is in charge so 

let him do all the talking. 

Many square breakdowns 

can be avoided if the danc-

ers can hear the com-

mands from the caller.  So 

“do” your part and listen 

closely for instructions 

from the caller.  “Don’t” 

talk and be the reason for 

the square breaking down.  

Remember some dancers 

need help not disruptions.  

“Do” keep your dancing 

smooth and standard.  

Don’t show off with loud 

yells, or bouncing, fancy 

twirls.  “Don’t” take 

square dancing too seri-

ously.  It’s not a winner 

take-all affair.  If someone 

makes a mistake, laugh 

with them, not at them.  

“Don’t” get caught-up in 

being the “perfect dancer”.  

Good dancing skills are a 

worthwhile goal, but the 

greatest contributions you 

can make to the success of 

your square dance club is 

to “do” good neighbor 

deeds and “do” have a real 

desire to have fun at all 

square dances. 

“Do” have a desire to par-

ticipate in the operation of 

the club.  Soon, we will be 

asking for volunteers to 

serve on various commit-

tees.  So be a good neigh-

bor and volunteer.  If you 

can think of some “do’s” 

and “don’ts” that will 

make our square dancing 

more enjoyable, please let 

us hear from you. 

In closing, I would like to 

brag on Elgie Goss for the 

GREAT JOB he has done 

teaching our students.  We 

have a wonderful group 

and they quickly mastered 

all the mainstream calls.  

By the way, they are all 

practicing the “good neigh-

bor” policy and I love them 

like family.  Our gradua-

tion is February 20th at 

Central Presbyterian 

Church, 6300 Trinity 

Drive, Pine Bluff, AR.  

Everyone is invited. 
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Carol & Gary Eddie & Pat 

It is just two weeks until we graduate our second class of students, on February 20th.  Fred & Lou Carnal, Earl & 

Lynn Milroy, Pat & Charles Rucker, and Edward & Mary Smith are the eight who have worked exceptionally hard 

mastering the Basic and Mainstream calls Elgie has taught since they began the first Monday of last October.  In 

addition to evening classes, Elgie also held frequent workshops on Monday mornings.  Doris Goss, John & Carol Tay-

lor, and Gary McClure came to many of those workshops to assist the students. 

The end of year holidays in 2011 were a busy time for all, however, we did continued to dance every Monday night.  

We celebrated with a fun Halloween party where everyone came in costume and played party games in between tips 

(see photo section).  Then we had our Turkey Trot for Thanksgiving, with a full course turkey dinner served, followed 

by traditional desserts.  It was a good thing that we danced for an hour before we ate because the meal was so filling 

and abundant that moving around was a bit more difficult afterward.  For Christmas, the Central Presbyterian fel-

lowship hall was graced with a beautiful tree and lovely table decorations.  We had a festive party complete with 

gifts for all.  Roana Petrie was the moving force and decorator extraordinary for all of the events.  Her talent and 

creativity was appreciated by all and certainly added the proper festive note to each event. 

After the holidays, some of us were attack by “the crud” as Elgie called it, and our numbers were diminished by a few 

persons each week during January.  Even Elgie came down with the virus causing us to cancel the January 23rd 

dance.  Gladly, all are about back to normal now. 

Some of our members are regularly visiting other clubs to expand their dancing opportunities.  On January 13th we 

had a whole square attend the Levis & Lace club at Royal, thus capturing their banner.  They expect to win it back 

and steal ours by bringing two squares to our graduation on February 20th.  We hope they are successful as we look 

forward to having visitors.  Those who went that night were Earl & Lynn Milroy, Bill & Roana Petrie, Ron Wise, 

Billie Minton, and Gary & Bonnie McClure.  We have also had at least two couples visiting groups in Mabelville and 

Conway every weekend.  The Maverick Mixers Road Kill/Chili Supper January 28th was an especially good night 

with a fantastic turn-out of visitors from around the area and 3 guest callers in attendance.  Thank you to all the 

hosts for showing us such a wonderful time. 

Many of us also began the Plus Class on February 3rd sponsored by the Twirling Lariats and taught by Dave Towry.  

So watch for us, we are becoming very serious about square dancing. 

As a result of visiting other groups, we are expecting many visitors for our Graduation Party.  So be sure to come on 

February 20th. 

GRADUATES ARE ANXIOUS TO 

TRAVEL  BY BONNIE MCCLURE 
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Square Hopper 
copyright (c) 2005 by Nasser Shukayr 

 

Do you ever need to be at a certain place in the square, but a lost clueless dancer blocks your path?  It's a 

dilemma!  You can't go THROUGH the obstacle.  You can't go UNDER.  There's really not much you can 

do ... until now!  Today we proudly announce the new Square Hopper!  

Square Hopper is essentially a Pogo Stick with several important enhancements:  

 

 - Square Hopper bounces in time with the music.  

 - It can jump heights of 6 feet or more.  

 - Unsightly mechanical parts are covered by a fluffy petticoat.  

 

With Square Hopper you can go directly to your correct ending position by bouncing OVER anyone in your 

way. Just imagine!  No more bumping into people.  No more saying "Pardon me" which might cause you to 

miss the next call. With Square Hopper, the right spot is just a hop away!  

 

What if two dancers in a square both have Square Hoppers?  No problem! Whenever two Square Hoppers 

meet in flight, the Right Shoulder Rule applies.  And if two Square Hoppers end on the same spot, they 

take turns bouncing diagonally into that one spot.  A new organization (HopperLab) will be formed to de-

fine these and many other rules.  

 

Square Hopper helps dancers keep in time with the music.  The main spring is easily adjustable.  Simply 

ask your caller to announce the music tempo prior to each tip.  Square Hopper's main scale is calibrated in 

Beats (Hops) Per Minute.  The secondary scale is an old-fashioned 45 RPM slider, and the third scale is the 

simplest with just three easy settings: Normal, Too Slow, and Hang On For Dear Life.  

 

As a special promotion, if you buy eight Square Hoppers the ninth one is free!  And just WHO will use that 

ninth Square Hopper? The CALLER of course!  Some callers are not accustomed to dancers hopping up 

and down.  The caller might become disoriented.  But if the caller uses a Square Hopper too, then everyone 

bounces at the same time so everything appears normal.  

 

Callers must be careful to watch only hopping dancers, without looking at the walls, ceiling and floor. The 

sight of the room bouncing up and down might distract the caller.  Please note that many callers are accus-

tomed to seeing a room SPINNING around, especially while imbibing after a dance. But a room HOPPING 

up and down is a totally new sensation which should be avoided.  

 

Don't expect to use your Square Hopper right away! You'll need lessons.  For 

your convenience, lessons start once a year and the class lasts eight months.  

The first two lessons are free, but if you miss three lessons you're out and you 

have to start over. After graduation you must hop only in beginner squares for 

a year until you're finally allowed into good squares.  Most people would be 

turned off by all these restrictions.  But you're already a square dancer, so you 

already know how to survive such an ordeal.  

 

With Square Hopper, you'll end up where you need to be, in style and in time 

with the music.  Everyone else will have one. Whether or not you're ready, 

don't you want to rush to the same level as everyone else?  Order your Square 

Hopper today!  
 

 

 



 

The square a sight caller watches 

to see the effect of the calls. Also 

called pilot square.  

BREAK DOWN  
What a square has done when so 

few dancers know where they're 

supposed to be that everyone is 

hopelessly lost.  

TIP  
The time you spend dancing in one 

square without a break. Typically 

this consists of a patter call and a 

singing call. Origin obscure.  

LEVEL OR PROGRAM  
A list of calls, including all the 

levels below it. The levels are: 

Basic, Mainstream, Plus, Ad-

vanced (A1-A2), and Challenge 

(C1-C4). The Quads club level is 

Plus.  

Some Square Dance Jargon 
by Bill van Melle 

FLOOR LEVEL  
The level at which most or all of 

the tips of a dance are called.  

STAR TIP  
A tip that is at a more advanced 

level than the floor level. The name 

comes from the fact that these tips 

are marked with an asterisk at 

dances where there is a written list 

of tips.  

HOEDOWN  
A large gathering held to square 

dance.  

ONE-NIGHT STAND  
A party where people who are as-

sumed to know nothing about 

square dancing learn just enough 

calls to dance for one night.  

More jargon next month. 

Square dancers have almost as 

many jargon terms as people in a 

technical field. Here are a few that 

come to mind, so you do not feel 

left out. This list does not include 

the names of the calls themselves, 

just vocabulary used for talking 

about calls, formations, or square 

dancing in general. Do not worry if 

you do not comprehend them all 

right now--you will by the end of 

the class. We recommend you keep 

this list around for a rereading at a 

later date.  

SIGHT CALLING  
Calling ad lib and then trying to 

untangle the square on the fly, ra-

ther like unscrambling a Rubik's 

cube.  

SIGHT SQUARE  
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